
Roadmap

credits

Year 1
Milestones: Take required courses, decide upon a major area
of concentration, find an advisor and start constituting a
committee, report the name of advisor to the Linguistics
Administrator.

LING 541 or 542 (R, C)
LING 520 or PSYCH 524 or EDPSY 490 (C)
3 other required courses (R)
1 external course on language / cognition /
development (C) or LING 580
Proseminars (R)

5 cr
3-6 cr
15 cr
4-5 cr

3 cr

Year 2
Milestones: Complete required coursework, complete first
generals paper, proposal and writing, deadline to form a PhD
committee.

LING 580 *2 (C)
Rest of the requirements (R)
PSYCH 525 or other stat class
Other electives

10 cr
10 cr
3-6 cr
5 cr

Year 3
Milestones: Complete second generals paper, pass generals
examination

Other electives 5-15 cr

Year 4
Milestones: Autumn submission of dissertation proposal (if
not included in the generals examination), begin dissertation
research and writing

Other electives 5-15 cr

Year 5
Milestones:  Defend dissertation



Track-specific requirements

- Take 1 external course on language acquisition / cognition / development
EXAMPLES

- SPHSC 562 Studies In Language Science And Disorders (3)
- PSYCH 514 Core Concepts in Early Cognitive and Linguistic Development
- Other courses with advisor’s approval

- Coursework on statistics: Take TWO of the following courses
- LING 520 Introduction to Statistics for Linguists (5)
- PSYCH 524 Introduction to Statistics and Data Analysis (4)

- Concurrent enrollment in PSYCH 522
- PSYCH 525 Linear Models and Data Analysis (4)

- Prerequisite: PSYCH 522, PSYCH 524; concurrent registration in PSYCH
523, or permission of instructor.

- PSYCH 526 Multivariate Statistics (4)
- EDPSY 490 Basic Educational Statistics (3)

- Interdisciplinary research work, as approved by the advisor; examples:
- Collaborative research work with a lab outside of the Linguistics department (can

be at UW or another research institution)
- Lab rotation/research credits outside of the Linguistics department
- Presenting research at an interdisciplinary conference

General Ling requirements Track requirements Electives

● Syntax: LING 507
“Syntactic Theory I” (5
cr)

● Sociolinguistics: LING
532 “Sociolinguistics
I” (5 cr)

● Language Processing
and Development:
LING 541/542
(Language
Processing and
development I or II) (5
cr)

● Phonology LING 552

● 1 external course on
language, cognition,
and/or development

● 2 courses on statistics
● Other Language

Processing and
Development: LING
541/542 (Language
Processing and
development I/II) (5
cr) OR LING 580 with
advisor’s permission

● 2 LING580 on
language acquisition,

● One to two more
LING580 courses on
topics other than
language acquisition,
processing,
neurolinguistics

● Other 500-level LING
courses

● Other external
courses (discuss with
advisor)



(“Phonology II”) (5 cr)
● Phonetics LING 550

(“Introduction to
Linguistic Phonetics”)
(5 cr)

● Semantics LING 579
(“Semantic Theory II”)
(5 cr)

● Proseminars (3 cr)
● LING 800 Doctoral

dissertation (27 cr)

language processing,
neurolinguistics

● ​​LING 549 Second
Language Learning

Total credits: 60 cr Total credits: 35 cr Minimal: 25 cr


